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l^xcerpts  from  "The  Haoial  Characteristics  and 
Art  of  the  Russian  People."  by  ARAKI,  Sadao. 


"Leave  a  pine-tree  to  f^rcm  verdancy  as  luxuriantly 

as  it  pleases.  Leave  the  green  grass  to  grow  as  rank  as  it 
# 

likes."  Said  I  recently  to  a  certain  foreigner.  "It  is  the 
same  with  any  nation  or  any  man.  It  would  be  well  for  any 
nation  or  any  man  to  lead  a  natural,  unfettered  life." 

When  we  deal  with  Russian  problems,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  we  should  reflect  upon  the  fundamental  character  of 
the  Russian  people.  Without  this  reflection  nothing  . 
could  bo  carried  forwanl  smoothly.  Therein  also  lies  such 
a  fundamental  problem  as  how  to  preserve  oeace  of  the 
world,  mankind.  Par  »ast  and  Japan.  Hence,  leave  a  pine- 
tree  as  a  pine-tree  and  leave  the  grass  as  the  grass, 
letting  each  grow  to  its  innate  nature. 

The  Russians  have  really  a  good  broad  ’find .  l  fervently 
wish  that  they  will  never  lose  that  beautiful  characteristic. 
Those  DOBRYI  (good)  and  OOSTJPPRIIMHYI(affable )  ’^usalans 
who  show  genuine  hearty  smiles,  who  enjoy  their  tea  sett¬ 
ing  around  a  SAkOVAR,  and  who  drive  a  TROIKA  through  the 
fleecy  snow.  Their  OOBRYI  and  OOSTJWFRIIKNYI.  How  I 
enjoyed  them  to  my  heart's  content  during  my  long  stay  in 
Russia  I  Such  a  ,hard,  logical  and  mechanical  temperament 
as  that  of  Varx  or  the  Oermans  cannot  be  found  in  them. 
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T  am  second  to  non©  in  loving  gennuine  great  Rtisslans. 

This  la  well  proved  by  the  character  and  worl's  of 
Tolstoy  and  by  the  other  pieces  of  the  nuaalan  literature 
and  arts. 

I 

During  the  last  Tsarist  regime  this  great  national  • 
trait  of  the  T?us8lan  people  used  to  be  oppressed  and 
distorted  and  at  the  present  moment  It  Is  again  under  ' 

oppression  In  the  dlffeirent  way. 

Nevertheless,  I  believe  it  Is  this  naive  and  good- 
natured  Pusalan  nation  that  la  actually  capable  of  aohlev-  ^ 

ing  a  great  enterprise  of  world-wide  scale. 

The  people  of  Great  Hussla  themselves  are  the  most 
lovable  men  In  the  world.  Their  racial  attachments  to  a 
SAVOVAP  or  tea  and  a  TROIKA,  and  other  customs  and  manners 
are  affable  and  agreeable.  They  may  be  In  perfect  harmony 
with  us  Japanese.  They  will  become  a  st’-org  bond  which 
binds  Japan  and  Russia  in  true  amity. 

When  a  traveller  loses  his  way  In  the  »»u88ian  country, 
some  one  In  the  village  will  take  him  to  his  house.  Ho.  will 
accorraodate  him  with  a  might's  lodging,  sharing  meals  and  ^  I 

having  a  good  time  with  him.  This  is  a  custom  of  the  Russians.  f 

It  is  their  oharaoterlstlo  and  the  aspect  and  spirit  of  the  i 
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strong  points.  It  Is  my  ardent  aesire. 
tlon  to  say  that  I  implore  that  they  may  not  lose  their 
national  characteristic,  not  only  for  Russia  bvt  for  the 
Fast  and  the  world. 

In  this  regard,  I  believe  that  we  Japanese  Trust  strive 
to  understand  the  true  nature  of  the  real  Russian  reorle. 
One's  superficial  observations  are  liable  to  irlslead  one.  . 
For  the  cause  of  peace,  we  must ‘love  each  other  for  his 
real  humao  value . 

In  his  (Tolstoy's)  profound  Idcr  Spiritual  civilization 
la  fflorlouslv  in  full  bloom  and  real  human  value  is 


sparkling  • 

The  transfer  of  the  North 
Vanohurla  Hallway  is  still  fresh  in  our  memory 
reported  then  that  the  transfer  was  carried  ou 
admirable  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  'Russian 
The  handing  over  of  the  business  was  e  fee  ted 
rxinnlng  order.  It  was  said  that  even  a  pen  that  had  been 
absent  mlndedly  forgotten  was  left  as  ?t  was.  The  ink  an 
Inkstands  were  left  on  the  desks  in  the  sa-e  way.  They 
were  waiting  for  new  masters  on  the  desks  as  they  had  bee 
The  rooms,  framed  pictures  and  documents  except  personal 


It  was 
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properties  were  left  exactly^they  had  been  a  few  minutes 
before  the  transfer.  Here  the  national  charaoteristio 
of  the  Russian  people  was  shown  in  bold  relief.  Great  lathe 
Russian  mind,  indeed* 

•  I  • 

Lovable  Russians,  stand  up  again  as  genuine  Russians. 

A  crow  should  not  Imitate  a  swan.  If  there  Is  anything  In 
Russia  that  is  alien  to  her  national  character,  It  will  be  \ 
liquidated  after  all,  as  It  will  come  to  a  deadlock  of  Its 
own  accord. 

The  genuine  goodness  and  the  Innate^  greatness  of  the 
Russians  should  by  no  menas  be  sub.^ected  to  the  hair¬ 
splitting  Industiallzatlon  or  the  '  It.  Id  mechanization  of  the 
German  system.  If  such  a  thing  Is  enforced,  what  would  be 
the  ultimate  result? 
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*The'  Racial  Characterlstlca  and  Art  of  the  Pvsslan 


People.”  by  ARAKI,  Sadao 


We  hereby  certify  that  the  above-mentioned  article  waa 
contributed  by  the  writer  to  the  July  number,  1P35,  of  the 
OWKKAN  RUSSIA  (the  monthly  RUSSIA)  published  by  our  company 


on  this  11th  day  of  October,  1946 


The  NISSO  TSUSPINSHA  (The  Jbaso 
Japanese  News  Agency)  (Seal) 
Varonouchl  ''■ull,ding,  Tokyo.* 
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